
PROMOTING CHARACTER BUILDING ASSETS in our YOUTH 

Ideas for CONGREGATIONS 
(Months = Indicates when the schools emphasize assets in that category.) 

 

(Visit www.parmacityschools.org/character, www.parentfurther.com and/or www.search-institute.or for more information.) 

COMMITMENT TO LEARNING – Sept/May 

These assets reflect how connected young 

people are to their schools, how motivated they 

are to achieve, and whether they express their 

curiosity and work ethic in homework and 

reading for fun. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Make school a regular topic of conversation 

in youth groups. 

• Tie activities in the congregation to topics 

young people are studying in school. 

• Set up homework hotline staffed by adults & 

high school students from the congregation. 

• Encourage adult members to attend school 

activities involving youth from your congrega- 

tion. Announce them in a bulletin or newsletter. 

• Have youth serve as readers during services. 

• Include current books for kids in the congre- 

gation’s library. 

• Affirm the value of education in all youth 

programming. 

• Survey youth about which topics they would 

like to learn more about. Invite experts in to 

teach and talk. 

• Open the youth room after school as a study 

and homework center. Staff it with adult 

volunteers. 

• Give young people the opportunity to talk 

about their school experiences. 

• Create a library and reading room for youth in 

your congregation. 

• Make school a regular topic of conversation in 

youth groups. 

 

CONSTRUCTIVE USE OF TIME – Dec/Jul/Aug 

Whether through schools, community 

organizations, congregations, or for-profit 

centers, planned activities encourage positive 

growth and contribute to the development of 

the other assets. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Regularly contribute to community youth 

organizations. 

• Emphasize programming that keeps youth 

involved in the congregation throughout high 

school. 

• Limit the number of evenings youth are 

expected to participate in activities related to 

your youth program. 

• Include youth presentation on your board. 

• Encourage youth to get involved in community 

groups, as participants and as leaders. 

• Have a youth band, choir, chorus, or other 

music group. Or include young people on adult 

groups. 

• Encourage adults in the congregation to offer 

free lessons to young people as a ministry. 

• Encourage adult members to volunteer as 

sponsors for extracurricular activities. 

• Start a suggestion box for young people. Invite 

them to contribute their ideas for youth 

activities, programs, and special events. 

• Encourage families to schedule regular “family 

nights.” 

• Don’t lose touch with youth over the summer. 

Maintain year-round connections and programs 

that will keep them interested and involved. 

SUPPORT - Oct 

Support assets refer to the ways in which children 

are loved, respected, and accepted.  Ideally, 

children experience an abundance of  support not 

only in their families but also from many people in a 

variety of settings, such as in schools or religious 

congregations, among extended family, within the 

family’s social network, and in other areas in which 

socialization occurs. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Sponsor family nights as a regular part of your 

youth programming. 

• Plan parent-teen events that encourage conver- 

sation-dinner, retreats, discussion groups. 

• Sponsor a congregational mentoring program. 

• Encourage children and teens to form relation- 

ships with neighbors. 

• Encourage members to volunteer in schools. 

• Offer workshops for parents on how to get 

involved and stay involved in their children’s 

schools 

 

POSITIVE IDENTITY - Jan 

This category focuses on young people’s views of 

themselves—their own sense of purpose, worth, 

and promise. Without a positive sense of who they 

are, youth may feel powerless, without a sense of 

initiative and direction. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Provide young people with many options for 

involvement so they can choose what fits them. 

• Feature brief biographies in the workshop bulletin 

of young people in your congregation. 

• Encourage young people to question and develop 

their own values. 

• Encourage kids to talk about their hopes and 

dreams. 

• Pass on to young people the hope that is integral 

to your faith tradition. 

• Help children and teens to identify, nurture, and 

celebrate their gifts. Provide opportunities for them 

to build on their interests and talents. 

 

SOCIAL COMPETENCIES - Mar 

These assets are important personal and inter- 

personal skills youth need to negotiate the maze of 

choices, options, and relationships they face. These 

skills also lay the foundation for independence and 

competence as adults. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Include youth in decisions that affect the 

congregation as a whole. 

• Be a friendly congregation. Help new people 

and visitors feel welcome and accepted. 

• Make sure that the materials used in your 

religious education classes reflect cultural diversity. 

• Include resistance skills in your youth education 

programming. 

• Draw on faith tradition’s commitment to peace as 

you help youth build this asset. 

• Establish a peer mediation system so youth can 

help each other resolve conflicts peacefully. 

EMPOWERMENT – Nov/Apr 

The empowerment assets focus on community 

perceptions of youth & the opportunities they 

have to contribute to society in meaningful  

ways; the need to feel safe & valued. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Maintain year-round connections with youth. 

Don’t lose contact over the summer. 

• Form a youth issues committee made up of 

youth. 

• Involve youth in caring for and teaching 

younger children. 

• Make service a central component of youth 

programming. 

• Make your building a safe haven for kids in 

trouble. 

• Work for community change that can make 

neighborhoods safer for children and teens. 

 

POSITIVE VALUES - Feb 

Positive values are important “internal 

compasses” that guide young people’s priorities 

and choices. Although there are many values 

that American society cherishes and seeks to 

nurture in youth, the asset framework focuses 

on several widely shared values that affect 

youth behavior. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Make youth aware of service opportunities in 

the community. 

• Through trips, speakers, service projects, and 

simulations, make world issues personally 

relevant to youth. 

• Talk about the importance of integrity within 

your faith tradition and sacred texts. 

• Make honesty the topic of sermons, homilies, 

articles in worship bulletins, and mailing to 

member households. 

• Support youth when they’re in situations 

where it’s difficult to carry out their 

responsibilities 

 

 

BOUNDARIES AND EXPECTATIONS - Jun 

Youth need to hear clear and consistent 

messages that set boundaries. Ideally, young 

people experience boundary assets in the 

family, at school, in after-school programs, and 

in the neighborhood. They provide a set of 

consistent messages about appropriate behavior 

and expectations across socializing contexts. 

How To Promote Assets in this category: 

• Give parents the opportunities to talk 

together about family boundaries. 

• Provide adequate adult supervision for all 

youth group events. 

• Work with schools to define common 

boundaries that may be taught at school and 

in the congregation. 

• Set and enforce clear boundaries for youth in 

the congregation. 

• Invite positive role models in the congregation 

to share their life stories with children and 

teens. 

  


